Writing Part 2

How to do it


This task tests your ability to do the following:

· present and justify opinions 

· argue a case 

· evaluate and challenge ideas, evidence and argument
The Question

You are given a discussion topic. The question will either present you with an opinion or an argument. You have to discuss the question with two or three main points and supporting detail for each point.

Length & Timing

You have to write at least 250 words.

You are advised to spend 40 minutes on this task.

Marking

Your performance in Task 2 will be assessed on the criteria below:

Task Response

· Being able to present a clear position with a logical, well-supported argument.

· Being able to support your argument with personal experience and reasons.

· Being able to focus on the topic and not include anything irrelevant.

Coherence and Cohesion

· Being able to write fluently enough to make your message clear to the reader.

· Being able to write cohesive sentences and paragraphs.

Lexical Resource

· Being able to use a wide range of vocabulary naturally.

· Being able to spell accurately and using the appropriate word formation.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy

· Using the appropriate grammatical structures accurately

· Using a variety of sentence structures.
This part carries more weight in marking than Part 1. If, for example, you get a 5 in Task 1 and a 6 in this task, you will get a 6 overall.
Look at the examples below.

The exact structure for your essay will depend on the type of question. 

There are two types of argumentative structures, the one sided argument and the two-sided argument: 

One-sided Argument

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

A great many countries around the world are losing their cultural identity because of the Internet.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

You should write at least 250 words.

Two-sided Argument

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some people think that children get a better education if they study away from home at a boarding school. Others believe it is better for them to stay with their families and attend day school.

Discuss both these points of view and give your opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

You should write at least 250 words.

• Study the question carefully. The instructions will always start with the sentence ‘Write about the following topic…’ and include the sentence beginning ‘Give reasons for your answer…’
• Underline key points in the question.

• Make sure you read all parts of the question, so you include everything required.

• Quickly brainstorm the topic. Think about your point of view. Think about any personal experience you can add.

• Write a plan. Decide which points are your main points or topic sentences.

• Decide what supporting details you have for each main point. You should have at least two main points.

• Make sure you organise your points logically.

• You will need an introductory statement, body and conclusion.

INTRODUCTION

· Opening statement introducing the topic.

· Background information.

· Your opinion.   
BODY PARAGRAPH 1 (Point of View 1 or Reason for Agreement & Justification)

· Topic sentence/main point

· Supporting sentence 1

· Supporting sentence 2

· Supporting sentence 3

BODY PARAGRAPH 2 (Point of View 2 or Reason for Disagreement & Justification)

· Topic sentence/main point

· Supporting sentence 1

· Supporting sentence 2

· Supporting sentence 3

CONCLUSION

· Restate your opinion.

· Summary of your main points.

• Remember to link ideas within and between sentences and paragraphs.

• Use a range of structures and vocabulary.

• Don’t copy from the question as this will not be assessed. Use your own words.

• Leave at least 5 minutes to check through what you have written.

Look at as many sample questions as you can. Practise underlining the key points and brainstorming the topics, making plans for each one. 

• Look at the language used:

- for linking your ideas within and between sentences and paragraphs). 
For example, links that show addition (as well as, in addition) or contrast (whereas, on the other hand). 
- for expressing views. For example, ‘I believe that …’ ‘I would argue that …’ . 
- for making contrasts and concessions. For example, ‘ Despite the fact that …’. 
- for refuting an argument. For example, ‘There is little evidence to support the …’
- for giving opposing arguments. 
- for providing support to your main points. 
For example, ‘In my experience …’ or ‘A good example of this is …’. 

- in conclusions. For example, ‘In conclusion ..’ or ‘’On balance…’.

• Think about the topics that could be used for this task. For example,

Technology

Crime


Tourism

Transport


Health


Society


Education 

Media


• Brainstorm the topics for possible questions.

• Write as many timed essays as possible. 
Use a checklist of the errors you know you make. For example:
Have I ….

- written enough words?

- dealt with all parts of the question?

- added ‘s’ to all the 3rd person singular verbs in the present simple?

- used the correct articles (a, an or the)?

- added ‘s’ to all the countable nouns I have used in the plural?

- used the correct tenses?

- used a variety of sentence structures?

- used a variety of vocabulary?

- used a variety of connective words?

Example Answer
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Using a computer every day can have more negative than positive effects on children. Do you agree or disagree?
Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.

You should write at least 250 words.

In today's modern world, computers are an essential part of everyday life. Around the globe, children often use computers from a very young age. Although it is important for children to participate in various well-balanced activities, in my opinion, children who use the computer daily are actually developing a critical skill for future success. The bases for my views are personal and professional. 

From a personal point of view, computers are an invaluable resource to help young people explore the world around them. For example, children who use the Internet to satisfy their curiosity about diverse topics are already becoming independent learners. No child with a computer is ever bored! By starting early in their lives, children feel totally at ease around computers; they are also able to take advantage of the wide range of services computers provide.

From a professional perspective, the computer has found a permanent place in the workplace. Today, employers still pay to provide computer training to their employees. Tomorrow, corporations will expect prospective job applicants to already possess these critical job skills. Consequently, parents who encourage their child to use the computer for a reasonable period of time daily are in fact investing in the child's future career.

In conclusion, there is no doubt that the computer as a technological tool is here to stay. The sooner children become computer-literate, the better for many aspects of their future lives.

